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The Honorable Dan GlicIanan
Secretary of Agricukure
U.S. Depamnent of Agriculture
14* Street and Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

The Honorable Doma ShaMa
Secretag of Health and Human Services
Depam-nent of Hcxdth and Human Semites
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washingto~ D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Glickman and Secretary Shalala:

Florida F~lt & Vegetable Association (FFVA:) has worked diligently over the past yta.r to assist
growers, packers and shippers in the identification and rniti~tion of potential microbial hazards in
the operation of their businesses. Providing safe, wholesome fiits and vegetables is of
paramount impom.nce to eve~one involved in.our indus~.

,.

Our membership was encouraged with the prospects of the President’s food stiety “titiative when
it w forrnalIy announced on October 2. Flo&.dagrowers have long supported effotis to ensure
that imported hits and vegetables are held to the same @dards required of domestic producers,

Unfortunately, inspections of imponed hits and vegetables have not kept pace with the
tremendous increases in trade we have seen over the past fitie years. We support the
Administration’s FYl 999 budget request for an additional $25 million to enhance the Food and
Drug Administration’s ability to inspect produce imports.

The development of another element of the inhiative - =wi&.nce to minimize microbial food
safety hazards for fresh hits and vegetables – has generat~d several concerns within our

membership.

. Too litde is known about the introdum”on and Tansrnis.sion of food-borne pathogens
in fresh fruits and vegetables. Appropriate rese~ch needs TObe uinducted to
determine how, when and where contamination potentially occurs. This will ensure
the most effective strategies can be developed td protect fresh fruits and vegetables as
they move through the chain of commerce. Effo’i-tsthen should be focused on those
ar= that are scientifically shown to be the source of potential
othew-se is, in our opinio~ puttin~ the w before the horse.
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. The draft guidance is not being developed in a vacuum. Growers continue to be
concerned that FDNUSDA ~guidancew-Nbecome de-ficto re=wlahons. The
marketplace is watching this process closely, and it is likely buyers will require
adoption of the document as a condition of doing business.

● The President’s directive cal.ledifor the issuance of good agrkukural practices for
fits and vegetables, but tid nothing about commodity-specific guidance. Given the
diversity and complexity of the industry, the development of commodity-specific
guidance would be impractical at be% an~ at worm potentially damaging to those
products targeted. We urge the agencies not to pursue pkms to develop cornmodity-
spec-ific ~jdanw.

. Growers in Florida and elsewhere comply with a myriad of feder~ state and local iaws
and regulations governing the production of their crops. Many of these requirements
deal with heahh and sanitation pmtices on the farm and in the packing house. lt is
essential that the agencies not issue guidance that will cordlict with those ruIes or
create con.fhsicm in the indusny.

We respecdldly request both FDA and USDA to move umtiously and slowly with the whole

concept of guidance, taking into account its implications on both production and the marketplace.

Enhancing the safety of fresh hits and vegetables is an important goal that we filly support. As
the various agencies pursue the implementation of the President’s initiative, we would urge that
you work closely with the industry to ensure that the effofi does not impose umecess~ burdens
or additional costs on producers.
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c: Deputy Secretary Rich Rominger/USDA
Under Secretary Catherine Woteki/USDA
Charles Rawls/USDA
Maureen Kelly/USDA
Dr. Michael A Friedman/FDA
Dr. Fred Shank/FDA
Janice OliVer/FDA
Dr. Mania RobemlFDACS
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